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Community Forum profiles will provide an easily accessible source of information at Community Forum level. It will bring together 
demographic, health, crime and environmental data with information from the liveability survey. 
 
Community Forum profiles will also provide councillors with contact information for schools, statutory partners and third sector groups, 
including details of Go For It Grants. 
 

Newham’s Sustainable Community Strategy for 2010 – 2030 
Summary  
The Sustainable Community Strategy is a blueprint for how the 
council and its partners will make Newham a place where people 
choose to live, work and stay.  
 
Newham is the future of the capital - our population is the youngest 
in the country and this is reflected through the vibrancy and 
confidence you will find in the borough.  
 
Newham is an ambitious place with ambitious plans; and young 
people are at the heart of those plans. We are committed to 
improving people’s lives, helping them fulfil their potential and boost 
aspirations. Our aim is to build an inspirational place in which 
everyone plays their part, regardless of social or economic 
circumstances. By 2030, we fully expect Newham to be recognised 
across Europe as a leading economic and residential district of 
London.  
 
The key principles of our approach are:  
·  Building personal and economic capacity 
·  Trust and fairness 
·  Connecting people 
 
For more information on the Sustainable Community Strategy see 
the Newham website  

Mayors’ Promises 2010/11  
 

1. No increase in Council Tax this year 
2. Free school meals for all primary school children  
3. Every child a musician 
4. Making our streets safer  
5. Increasing CCTV usage  
6. Cracking down on anti-social dog owners 
7. Improving our parks  
8. Providing doorstep advice on recycling  
9. Free bulky waste collection  
10. Helping you to access jobs and training  
11. Improving council homes  
12. Affordable home improvements for older and vulnerable 

residents 
13. Investing in our secondary schools  
14. Free events for all  
15. Improving play areas  
16. Free care for residents in need  
17. Free bowls club membership for older residents 

 
For more information on the Mayor see the Mayor’s website 
http://www.newham.gov.uk/yourmayorandcouncillors.htm 
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Population Statistics  

Forest Gate Population Size 
 Total Percentage 
Newham 279,800  
Forest Gate  29,550 10.56% 

Source: GLA Ward projections, Low variant, 2008-based for 2010 
 
Forest Gate Gender Ratio 
 Male Female 

137,056 142,744 Newham 

49% 51% 
14,312 15,238 Forest Gate  
48% 52% 

Source: GLA Ward projections, Low variant, 2008-based for 2010 

Forest Gate  Population by Age Group  

 Forest Gate  Newham 

0-14 6,480 22% 66,248 24% 

15-24 3,746 13% 35,704 13% 

25-39 10,168 34% 91,278 33% 

40-64 7,163 24% 66,208 24% 

65-74 1,069 4% 11,354 4% 

75 + 924 3% 9,008 3% 

Source: GLA Ward projections, Low variant, 2008-based for 2010 
 

Community Forum Populations as a total of Newham’s 
Population 
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Community Forum Age Structures  
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Ethnicity and Religion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ethnic ity:  
Ethnic group as Percentage of Population 

  Forest Gate  Newham 

White 34.2% 35.1% 

Other White 5.5% 4.3% 

Mixed 4.6% 3.4% 

Asian or Asian British 28.3% 32.5% 

Black or Black British 25.3% 21.6% 

Chinese or other Ethnic 
Group 

2.6% 3.1% 

Source: 2001 Census 
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Religion :  
Religious group as Percentage of Population 
  Forest Gate Newham 

Christian 45.5% 46.8% 
Buddhist 0.7% 0.7% 
Hindu 4.0% 6.9% 
Jewish 0.4% 0.2% 
Muslim 23.4% 24.3% 
Sikh 2.8% 2.8% 

Other religions 0.4% 0.3% 

No religion 12.0% 9.0% 

Religion not stated 11.0% 9.0% 

Source: 2001 Census 

The 2001 Census still provides the only accurate information on ethnicity and religion. However in the nine years since the survey took 
place significant changes have occurred in Newham. In order to indicate some of this change, and to get a more up to date picture see the 
next page for a break down of the ethnicity of school pupils. 
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Demographic Information  
 

 
 

Ethnic ity of School Pupils:  Ethnic group 
as percentage of total  
 

Community Forum Forest 
Gate 

Newham  

White 8.6% 9.3% 
Other White 6.7% 6.4% 
Mixed 7.0% 5.6% 
Asian 40.2% 42.2% 
Black or Black British 27.8% 23.9% 
Chinese 0.1% 0.4% 
Other 4.9% 4.7% 
No information 
obtained  4.7% 2.8% 

Source: Pupil Level 2009 Annual School Census 
2009 

This information is from the 2009 annual schools census of pupils. This survey records the 
home address and ethnicity, as well as other information, of all pupils in publicly funded 
schools. This data is most useful to indicate patterns of migrant settlement, as adults with 
children may be more likely to stay in an area for longer.  

This information is not directly comparable to the census as it only records data of school 
age residents. 

The 2001 Census showed that Forest Gate had a broadly similar demographic profile to 
the Newham average, with an overall young population and large White (34.2%), Black 
(25.3%) and Asian (28.3%) populations. The 2009 School Census shows a potential 
growth in the Asian (40.2%) population, and a relative reduction in size of the white 
population (8.6%).  
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Public Health Information 
  

 

Note: Mortality Ratios are determined by comparing actual and expected mortality (per 100,000 population). Ratios below 100 show actual mortality 
is less than expected. Above 100 shows actual mortality is greater than expected. 
In Forest Gate South the mortality ratio is considerably higher, especially for females (166.6), than that for Newham females on average (115.4). 

 Life Expectancy at Birth 2003-2007. 

Area Male Female 

Forest Gate North 74.5 79.1 

Forest Gate South 73.6 78.0 

Newham 75.0 79.5 

London 77.1 81.7 
England 77.3 81.5 

95% Confidence interval. Source: London Health Observatory (LHO) 

Standardised Mortality Ratios 2003-07  
  Male Female All 
Forest Gate North 122.6 117.1 120.2 
Forest Gate South 137.4 166.6 152.6 
Newham 117.1 115.4 116.4 
London 100.0 96.9 98.3 
England 100.0 100.0 100.0 

95% Confidence interval. Source: LHO 
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Standardised Mortality Ratios 2003 -07  
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Public Health Information   
 

 
Standardised Mortality Ratios Coronary Heart Diseas e 2003-07 

Area Male Female All 
Forest Gate 
North 

115.1 128.9 120.9 

Forest Gate 
South 

140.9 150.5 148.3 

Newham 115.4 122.8 118.8 
London 96.6 94.6 95.5 
England 100 100 100 

95% Confidence interval. Source LHO 
 

Standardised Mortality Ratio s, Circulatory Diseases 2003 -07  
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Standardised Mortality Ratios, Circulatory Diseases  2003-07  

Area Male Female All 
Forest Gate 
North 125.3 116.9 121.4 
Forest Gate 
South 155.6 182.6 170.6 
Newham 116.1 114.0 115.2 
London 100.0 96.7 98.1 
England 100 100 100 

95% Confidence interval. Source LHO 
 

Standardised Mortality Ratios Coronary Heart Diseas e 2003-07 
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Public Health Information   
 

Standardised Mortality Ratios. All Cancers 
All Ages 2003-07
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95% Confidence interval. Source: LHO 
 
In Forest Gate the Standardised Mortality Ratio for All Cancers is similar to that for Newham as a whole.  
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Economic Information  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Household  Income  by Ward.   
Average Income 

Forest Gate North £26,081  
Forest Gate South £25,248  
Newham £23,265 

Source: CACI Equivalised Income, 2009 
 

GLA Claimant Rate January 2010  
Claimant count 
rate (%) Forest Gate Newham 
Persons 9.53 8.8 
Males 12.56 10.6 
Females 6.04 6.4 

Source: ONS and GLA 
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The GLA Claimant Count Rate is the percentage of the economically active population who are claiming Job Seekers Allowance. In Forest 
Gate a higher proportion of males claim the allowance than in Newham as a whole. 
Average Household Income is slightly higher than the average for Newham. 

GLA Claimant Rate by Age  
Claimant 
count rate (%) Forest Gate Newham 
16-24 24.38 20.7 
25-44 7.34 6.7 
45-59/64 9.06 8.9 

Source: ONS and GLA 
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Housing Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing Average Prices  October –December 2009  
 

 Forest Gate  Newham 

Detached £325,000 £325,000 

Flat £167,929 £176,844 

Semi-Detached £247,500 £228,559 

Terraced £265,867 £213,504 

Average £222,319 £201,435 

Source: Land Registry 

Housing tenure  

  Forest Gate Newham 

Owner Occupier 44% 44% 

Private Rented 19% 17% 

Local Authority 19% 25% 

Registered Social 
Landlords 

15% 11% 

Other 3% 3% 

Source: Census 2001 

Household compositi on 

  Forest Gate Newham 
Family with dependent 
children 

19.9% 24.4% 

Single adult with dependent 
children 

9.9% 10.2% 

Older married/ cohabiting 6.2% 6.8% 

Single older person 5.7% 6.7% 

Three generations 3.2% 3.2% 

Married/ Cohabiting adults 
without children 19.8% 18.8% 

Single adult 33.3% 28.1% 

Other 1.9% 1.8% 

Source: Mayhew Associates Estimates, 2007 
 

Housing Analysis  
 
This information shows that overall house prices in Forest Gate 
are above the Newham average, particularly for semi-detached 
and terraced houses.  
 
The housing tenure profile in Forest Gate is similar to Newham, 
with a majority of owner occupied houses, and a number of 
private rented, local authority and registered social landlord 
housing. However, this is from the 2001 Census and the 
situation may have changed. 
 
The largest category of household composition in Forest Gate 
is single adult in line with Newham as a whole. The next largest 
groups are families with dependent children and 
married/cohabiting adults without children. 
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Local Priorities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q24. Overall, how satisfied are you with your local area as a place 
to live? Liveability Survey 2009 
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Q25. And, on the whole, do you think that over the past two 
years this area has got better or worse to live in, or haven’t 
things changed much? Liveability Survey 2009 

21%
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28%

4%
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Q22. Thinking again about your local area, to what extent do you 
agree or disagree with each of these statements?  
 

Q9. Which three of these things do you feel are most important in 
making somewhere a good place to live? Liveability Survey 2009 

65%

46%

26%

32%
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11%
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7%
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28%
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Q22. Thinking again about your local area, to what extent do 
you agree with each of these statements? Liveability Survey 
2009 

83%

81%

71%

74%

41%

40%

73%

71%

43%

37%

85%*

88%*

69%

Parks make a positive contribution to my
local area

People in my local area respect ethnic
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I can influence decisions that Newham
council makes
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FOREST
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* denotes significant variance to Newham Average. 
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Local Priorities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Priorities Analysis  
 
·  The liveability survey shows that 81% of residents in Forest Gate 

are satisfied with their local area as a place to live, the highest 
percentage in Newham. A higher proportion of Forest Gate 
residents think that their area has improved over the last 2 years 
than other forum areas. 

 
·  In line with the rest of Newham Forest Gate residents identified a 

low level of crime and a community that feels safe as the most 
important factors in making a place a safe place to live. 

 
·  Residents in Newham identified litter/rubbish on the streets, fly 

tipping and people dealing drugs as a much bigger problem than 
the Newham average. Teenagers hanging around on the streets 
were also considered a problem. 

 
·  The most regularly raised member enquiry was parking, possibly 

reflecting the wide consultation carried out on planned changes to 
parking. 

 

Q37. Thinking about your local area, indicate which of these 
issues you consider a problem. Liveability Survey 2009 
 

Issues 
Forest 
Gate Newham  

Teenagers hanging around on the streets / 
intimidating group behaviour 45% 53% 
Other people throwing litter / rubbish on the 
streets 57% 35% 
Parents not taking responsibility for the 
behaviour of their children 33% 31% 
Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate 
damage to property or vehicles 28% 28% 
Dumped litter /fly tipping 47% 25% 
People not treating other people with 
respect and consideration 29% 21% 
Noisy neighbours or loud parties 23% 21% 
People using or dealing drugs 45% 21% 
People being drunk or rowdy in public 
spaces 30% 16% 
Pest problems (i.e., rats, mice, insects) 32% 14% 
Street robbery (mugging) 28% 14% 
Car theft 15% 14% 
 Dog fouling in the street 33% 12% 
People being attacked because of their skin 
colour, ethnic origin or religion 9% 10% 
Air pollution 26% 10% 
Physical assault 18% 10% 
Abandoned or burnt out cars 8% 8% 
 Fly posting (i.e., putting up illegal notices or 
posters) 18% 8% 
Derelict or unused land 6% 7% 
Uncontrolled dogs in open spaces 18% 5% 
Cars being repaired / for sale on the road 13% 3% 
Prostitution and kerb crawling 23% 3% 
Other 30% 2% 

 

Forest Gate  Most Raised Member Enquiries – January 2009 to 
December 2009 
Total number of enquiries: 668 
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Crime Information 
 

Total crimes and crime r ates January 2009 - December 
2009 
 

 Total Offences 
Offences by 1000 
Population 

  
Forest 
Gate Newham 

Forest 
Gate Newham 

Total 
Violence 
Against 

The 
Person 767 7,159 26.0 25.6 
Total 

Sexual 
Offences 260 2,023 8.8 7.2 

Total 
Burglary 433 3,470 14.7 12.4 

Total 
Theft & 

Handling 1,045 11,499 35.4 41.1 
Total 

Criminal 
Damage 376 3,658 12.7 13.1 

Total 
Drugs 276 2,471 9.3 8.8 

Total 
Other 

Notifiable 
Offences 24 394 0.8 1.4 

Total 
Notifiable 
Offences 3,181 30,674 107.6 109.6 

 
 
Source: Metropolitan Police 2010 

Q42. Generally speaking, how safe do you feel in the following 
situations? Liveability Survey 2009 
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Q43.Have you noticed a Safer Neighbourhood Team on patrol in 
your local area since September 2006? Liveability Survey 2009 
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Key Community Groups 
 

Hibiscus Centre 
 

Older peoples residential facility, provide social activities and sessions. Sonia Joseph 
020 8519 6159 

Emmanuel Youth Project This group works with disaffected young people and run regular young 
peoples activities. 
 

Lana Reid 
020 8586 2277  
Mobile 07957 263 010 
lanareid@eyp-uk.com 

Woodgrange Residents’ 
Group 

This group is a residents association for the Woodgrange Conservation area 
and meet monthly.  They also get involved in the Forest Gate Festival 
annually. 

Richard Kirkland   
richard.kirkland@btinternet.com 
 

Forest Flats 
Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood watch group that is formed of local residents (Ridley Rd, 
Lorne Rd, Tylney Rd, Godwin Rd) 
 

Suzanne Spencer 
0208 534 5253 
suzannedawnspencer@yahoo.co.uk 

Forest Gate Festival 
Committee 

This group is responsible for holding the Forest gate Festival Event on an 
annual basis.  They have been hosting the event for 10 years. 

nishat_riaz@yahoo.co.uk 
 
radhikabynon@yahoo.com 

50+ group at the Field 
Community Centre   

Warm Centre  Farzana Amer: 020 8536 2800 

Chatsworth Community 
Resource Centre  

Lunch club and 50+ social group Joan Haines: 020 8555 4477 

Woodgrange Baptist 
Church  

Lunch Club, holiday at home, toddlers and mothers group.  Reverend Bruce Stokes  
345 Romford Road, Forest Gate, London E7 
8AA.  

Quwat ul Islam Society Islamic support group Mr Zakaria Bhariwala 
07956261076 

Minhajul Quran 
 

 Mr Ishtiaq Ahmad 
07956950296 

Pan African 
Refugee Association 

 Mr Yunusu Sengo 
07536176966   

 

Forest Gate 
Community Group Brief Description of Activities Contact Details 
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Successful Go For It Grant Applications 
Source: Culture Community and Partnerships, LBN 
Ref Number Organisation Project type Project detail s Grant 
GFI-09-0016 Newham stroke 

carers 
Association 
and friends 

One off project 
/ event. 

To provide continued support of the work of the organisation by providing social and 
recreational activities to carers of stroke victims and for carers to have an opportunity to need 
one another to talk about their experience .the aim of the project is to improve the health  and 
mental well –being of all 

£560 

GFI-09-0021 Newham  
Muslims50+ 
Group 

One off project 
event 

To encourage isolated older residents to come along to the centre to learn about healthy 
living. The aim of the project is to bring sectors of the community together to raise 
awareness. 2 sessions will take place at the centre every week for 26 weeks. 

£650 

GFI-09-0037 Girassol 
Diaspora 

One off project/ 
event 

Two weekly 2 hour sessions for children and young people aged between 8-25.The aims of 
the event is to teach Capepeira as a discipline. The project will take place at Durning Hall. 

£800 

GFI-09-0088 Newham united 
Tamil 
Association 

One off project 
/ event. 

To conduct four Tamil cultural dance workshops at Aston Mansfield in Forest Gate and to 
show a demonstration performance at little Ilford centre to mark Refugee Week. 

£864 

GFI-09-0126 Salmagundi Ltd One –off 
project / event. 

To provide a free animation workshop at the Forest gate festival .The aim of this project is to 
engage people and introduce them to a creative medium that they may not usually have 
access to. The project will take place at the festival .Up to hundred people could benefit from 
the event. The event took place on the 18th July 2008  

£970 

GFI-09-0134 Forest Gate 
Festival 

One off project 
/ 

To provide a range of activities to engage young children and their families at the Forest 
Gate Festival event. The aim of the project is to increase community cohesion and to create 
memorable activities for the children. The event will take place at the Key Rowe Nursery .The 
event took place on the 18th July 2009. 

£1000 

GFI-09-0165 Woodgrange 
Arts Group 

One off / 
/project event. 

Series of 5 workshops at various venues in Forest Gate, including Woodgrange Baptist 
Church, schools and community centres to create art hoardings to be erected in forest gate. 
This was erected in July 2009. 

£960 

GFI-09-0175 Manor Park 
and East Ham 
African and 
Caribbean 
Association 

One off project 
/ event 

To provide creative writing workshop for up to 20 people over 50.The aim of the project is to 
help increase their creative knowledge and develop their skills. The sessions will take place 
at Durning Hall form September 

£935 

GFI-09-0199 Pilotskill 
Academy 

 To provide a 4 day workshop for young people to learn how a camera works as they make 
their own pinhole camera. Design and develop their own pictures using disposable cameras 
to produce a showcase images. They will learn technical skills of digital and film photography 
including manual aperture, shutter speed control, composition, perspective and colour. For 
13 young people 

£987 

GFI-09-0200 Newham Art 
School of A&Z 

One off project 
/ 

To engage a group of young people in schools training programme for teaching assistants 
and level 1 teaching assistants and level 1 Teachers. This role will provide opportunities for 
16-25 years to gain experience and skills in order to assist with various art projects in 
schools and give them the techniques to deliver their own projects. 

£1,000 

GFI-09-0209 Winter festival One off project 40 young people between 7-11 years old Borough wide recruitment to participate in 12 after £1,000 
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of community 
voices 

/ event. school workshops with a professional facilitator. Will perform at community celebration in 
December. 

 
GFI-09-0210 

Winter of 
Festival Voices 

One off project 
/ event. 

Recruit 40X18 80 year olds to perform at the community celebration event it Godwin Primary 
school E7. 

£1,000 

 
Gf1-090213 

Deaf youth 
Pride 

One off Project 
/ Event  

Showcase evening of dance and singing plus Karate demonstration involving both deaf and 
hearing people aged 11-25.Will also launch and promote the situation amongst ethnic 
minorities. As part of Black History month. Over 200 people attended this event. 

£820 

GFI-09-0225 Aston 
Mansfield 
Transnational 
youth project. 

Purchasing 
Equipment  

To buy table tennis equipment for 11-19 year olds to play and run table tennis sessions as 
well  

£1,000 

GFI-09-0239 Global 
Innovative 
Agenda(GIA) 

One off project 
/ event; 

Two events at Durning Hall & Queens Market (28/11/09 & 30/01/10) to raise awareness of 
HIV/Aids prevention and treatment among Newham communities, coinciding with World 
AIDS Day. 200  
Newham residents will benefit from the project, including men, women and young people, 
particularly those affected by HIV/Aids 

£720 

GFI-09-0254
  

Forest Gate 
Football Club 

Running costs 
for new group; 
equipment 

 Football team for young adults playing matches at Little Ilford Park. Plan to start new team 
for Under 16's who will participate in Summer League next year 

£850 
  

GFI-09-0256 Forest Gate 
Xmas Lights 
Group 

One off project 
/ event 

To engage the public in a small event involving a local school choir (Godwin School) marking 
the official switching on of the Xmas lights in Woodgrange Road, Forest Gate. 

£500 

GFI-09-0258 Newham 
Muslims 50+ 
Group 

One off project 
/ event;  

To plan a 'community event for all' at Katherine Road Community Centre on Tuesday 15th 
Dec in which all members of local diverse communities will be welcomed. The hall will be 
decorated and leaflets on healthy living and eating and common health problems will be 
available. Entertainment and refreshments will be provided. 

£500 

 
GFI-09-0263
  

WHEAT Mentor 
Support Trust 

One off project 
/ event; 

Encourage the 5 learning outcomes of every child matters. Enhance children's physical skills 
and development. Provide physical activities such as football, table tennis, skipping, skittles 
and racing to support their physical wellbeing 

£783 

GFI-09-0266 The Woodcraft 
Folk 

 To introduce young people to percussion instruments and to develop existing provision of 
music and song. 

£650 
  

GFI-09-0280 Azhar Youth 
Support 

 One off project 
/ event Running 
costs for 

To organise a 7 week five a side football league for 36 boys aged 11 and 16. The league will 
comprise of 6 teams. The sessions will take place at Durning Hall  for 2 hour per week. The 
projects due to start in January 2010. 

£1,000 
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Notes on sources 
 
2001 Census 
Censuses are the most accurate way to find out the size and structure of populations. It has been nine years since last National Census in 2001 when 
the population of Newham was 243,891. Since this date the population of Newham has both grown and changed in structure.  
 
GLA Ward Projections   
Alternative population estimates come from the Great London Authority (GLA). They estimate population based on the same variables as the Office of 
National Statistics plus information regarding new housing developments and different scenarios of future immigration/emigration. Newham argues 
that the current population projections underestimate the size of the population in Newham 
 
Public Health Information 
Public Health information comes from the London Health Observatory (LHO) which produces information, data and intelligence on the health of 
people who live in London.  
 
Liveability Survey 
The liveability survey, first conducted in 2007/8 measures residents' attitudes to their local (Community Forum) area, including the level of their civic 
and community engagement and perceptions of council services provided in that area. It allows the council and partners to look in more detail at 
differences in attitudes and perception in different areas of the borough and compare different areas.  
 
Household Income 
PayCheck is CACI’s estimate of household income at postcode level. It is based upon government data sources together with income data for 
millions of UK households collected from lifestyle surveys and guarantee card returns. Equivalised income estimates take into account the size and 
composition of a household and reflect the idea that a larger household would require a larger income to achieve an equivalent standard of living. 
 
GLA Claimant Rate January 2010  
The GLA claimant count is the percentage of the economically active population who are claiming job seekers allowance. 

Output from the GLA claimant count model uses administrative counts of Job Seekers and expresses them as a percentage of the labour force 
(excluding economically active full-time students) using GLA projections of the economically active population. 

Mayhew Associates Estimates, 2007 
Mayhew Associates have produced population estimates for Newham based on their "neighbourhood knowledge management" (nkm) methodology, 
which produces a "confirmed" population based on administrative data for the borough. This is modelled data based on administrative data of the 
borough's residents. 
 
Crime Data, Metropolitan Police 
This data is provided by the Metropolitan Police on a rolling monthly basis. The crime rata data is based on the number of crimes per 1000 population 
based on the GLA Ward projections, Low variant, 2008-based for 2010. For more information on crime statistics see the Metropolitan Police website 
http://www.met.police.uk/crimefigures/index.php?borough=kf&period=year 


